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English Version

A ‘good' movie is one that may be enjoyed equally by a layman and one well-versed with all
the technicalities and behind-the-scenes works — thanks to the brilliance of the editor who
imagines the entire final product first in his mind, brings together the scenes recorded at
different times and at different places patiently, and brings his visualization to reality for our
enjoyment.

During the Padmarajan festival ‘gandharvotsavam' as we wondered how we would create
the video for the audioclip sent by Sri. Ramachandran, a few video clippings shared in our
group flashed across our minds. The editing master mind was located and assigned the job —
and it was done beautifully in a jiffy. We are sure you would have guessed this week's
Talented Banker by now. Let’s know more about him.

Sreeraj Sarkara
State Bank of India
Nehru Nagar
Belur, Karnataka

Born at Sarkara, Chirayinkeezhu of Thiruvananthapuram district to Rajendranathan and
Geetha, he studied upto 7th standard from Sarkara Government UP School. From then till
12th he completed from Chirayinkeezhu S.C.V Boys' High School and Nedunkanda S.N.V
Higher Secondary School.



Though he gave more weightage to studies regarding his family conditions, the fact that
most of his family members were good at football and the opportunities he got to play at
the Sarkara ground attracted him to the game.

Though he was not very serious in studies, he was influenced by one of his uncles who was a
Hindi teacher. This got him good marks in Hindi.

During the holidays before his 10th standard board exams, seeing his craze for football, his
parents put forth an attractive proposal.. “If you study well now, we would never force you
to learn in the future.” He strived hard with his mother’s help to live upto the offer.. and the
result; 504 marks out of 600! The entire village was stunned to know that the boy who could
always be seen with a ball on the ground passed with distinction. And his joy quadrupled
when he was selected the best outgoing student from the school.

He got into the football team during his plus one year. In one of the competitions, in the
semifinals he secured a goal that led his team to win the cup and made him a hero
overnight. Thus he became a star in the “ Brothers Chirayinkeezhu” team where he was a
member from childhood, thus getting an opportunity to play against Santosh trophy players
as well.

By this time his affinity to computers led him to the Vattiyoorkaavu Central Polytechnic to
earn a diploma in Computer Engineering. He also privately learned C++, graphics and games
creation, while keeping his passion game still close to his heart.

He completed his diploma in 2005 and joined Information Kerala Mission in 2006, at Kollam
corporation. There was a stadium nearby that attracted him more than his job. If he started
from home at 5 am, he would reach the stadium by 6.30, and play to his fill till the office
time starts. Those were the blessed moments when he met many stalwarts of the game..

He joined HCL Infosystems in 2008. As a part of his job, he had to visit many offices. Once a
Tamilian bank officer noticed his handwriting and commented that with such wonderful
writing, a clerical work in an office would befit him.

In 2010 he joined Overseas Air Travels in his own hometown. Meanwhile, deciding to supply
‘naadan oonu' at affordable cost, he started a hotel with his parents. He joined this job
thinking he would be able to support his family in running the hotel as well.

During this time, his mother coaxed him to join a bank coaching centre. He got selected in
State Bank of India in 2012 through the test written from Karnataka.He remembers that the
Tamil officer’s words came true. He was in the Nargund branch from 2012 to 2018.

Even in Karnataka he continued his sport and even spread his interest to various other
avenues. We witnessed many of his editing experiments. Guitar, skate boarding, art and



craft, drawing.. his interests are still spreading.

He loved cycling from the time he was a little boy. He has grown fast from the boy who got
an old bicycle from a friend and sped in it with an FM radio, to a noted cyclist in the state.

Sreeraj, who surprised his friends by cycling just 7 kms to Attingal, now finds 100 or 200 kms
cycling as easy as a pie.

The Great Malnad challenge is one of the toughest off-road MTB rides in India, passing
through the scenic malnad areas in Karnataka —a challenge to complete 700 kms through
Coorg, Kukke Subramanya, Agumbe, Bhadra forest, Sringeri, Shimoga, Sakleshpur,
Chikmanglur, Kudajadri .. in just 7 days. No participant would ever forget the seven days
they spend in the lush green forest canopies and picturesque hillsides. The proud smiles on
the faces of his friends as he touched the finishing point in the rainy Agumbe forest still
impart energy to him, forgetting all lethargy of the ride.

He participated in the event during two years, and reached third in the year 2015. We
literally can feel the thrill and pride in his voice as he describes it as his life's best moment,
and also stresses on the fact that the bicycles other participants owned were worth lakhs of
rupees. All this achievement is with no training at all!! That makes the victory all the more
fragrant..

He attended many cycling events after that, just for the sake of participating. He once
travelled all the way from Karnataka to join a cycling ride in Thiruvananthapuram — 50 kms
in cycle from Nargund to Hubli.. from there he carried it atop a sleeper bus to Mangalore..
and parcelled it to Thiruvananthapuram by train! As he explained his entire bicycle
transportation story to the parcel officer, he eyed Sreeraj suspiciously and asked, “Are you
crazy?” Well yes, he is really crazy about cycling..

At Mysore, he once finished a brevet riding. If one cycled 200 kms in 13 and a half hours, he
would be awarded a medal from France. Months after he completed his ride, his medal
reached him from France.. something he cherishes to this day.

His interests and hobbies are enjoyed and supported by his soulmate, Syama, who works in
the Attingal Alamcode village office. She quips that the peaceful husband turns wild as he
watches a game or plays one.. a complete transformation.

His younger sister took after their uncle and became a Hindi teacher. Her husband works in
Dubai, and their little one is Ishan. Sreeraj’s parents run the hotel in Sarkara.

P.S : there is no limit to Sreeraj’s interests. He tries out everything. Did anyone say juggling is
an art of the ladies? Then you haven’t seen Sreeraj’s juggle.. not with limes but huge
coconuts! From him, anything can be expected.. anything under the sun, hence beware!!!



We at the talented bankers wish this king of visual editing, juggler of talents.. all the very
best in all his endeavours.

@QINIHE QM) : @M 1@ ©6M 1MING ( Anil Unnithan), ©MVOB(S@3 6MLI08:
630a0 EDOD)Y, @VEAUILII0MS I6Y, B0

English version: Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, Thiruvananthapuram Main Branch



